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WIKI

A wiki is an editable web page. Normally anyone can edit the page. The procedure for editing the page is usually intuitive – either ‘Edit Page’ or double click or something equally simple. When finished, the editor clicks ‘Save Changes’. The newly edited version is instantly produced as a web page. All previous changes are saved so the history of editing of a page is recoverable and any disasters can be rectified.
The most famous and biggest wiki is Wikipedia which is a vast repository of knowledge which is constantly improved and added to. Many other humbler wiki sites also exist, most using their own wiki engine (way of controlling the editing of the pages). This gives each wiki site a distinctive feel. Some are totally free, some are partially based on subscription, depending on the type of use.

Examples
All the following are free.
· Editthis http://www.editthis.info/ which offers free wikisites or a wikipage.

· iewiki.net  http://iewiki.net/usr/Default.aspx  This is the version of Tiddlywiki for several users

· PeanutButterwiki (which I think has the best looking design for a wiki) of which this is an example from the Penn State University http://mitochondriac.pbwiki.com/.

· Seedwiki http://www.seedwiki.com/ the one I used in this project
· Tiddlywiki http://www.tiddlywiki.com/ which is basically a webpage that you down load and which can easily hyperlink within itself making linked pages. This is promoted as ‘a reusable non-linear personal web notebook’ so it is more for individual use. 

· Wikispaces http://www.wikispaces.com Very easy to use and link pages together – I plan to use this to investigate academic texts with the students 
· Wikiwikiweb http://c2.com/cgi/wiki This is the first wiki, and although freely editable, it is mainly for software programmers so would not be of interest to many people apart from the chance to practise editing in their Sandbox. There is a lot of interesting information on here though, not least a page of other wiki sites with comments: http://c2.com/cgi/wiki?WikiFarms 

CONTEXT OF MY PROJECT
An undergraduate degree programme for Chinese students at the University of Warwick. The students study for two years in Beijing then come to the UK for two years. They finish their degree here and get a UK degree. The degree is BA English Language, Translation and Cultural Studies. Before arriving in UK the students mainly study language and translation but do not really encounter academic reading and writing in the UK sense. This is their major hurdle on arrival here. They have a module dedicated to teaching these skills – Advanced Language Skills. Within the context of this module, the following project was introduced as a way of helping the students improve their vocabulary.
	HYPOTHESES


	ACTION



	1) The learning burden in EAP is quite high but important. (Nation, 2001:24, 196)
	a) Students should be given help / encouragement to learn new words.

	2) Vocabulary learning in EAP should be words that are relevant to the student.
	b) Students choose own words from own reading.

	3) Vocabulary learning in EAP should come from students’ own (required) reading.
	c) Ask students to choose words they find difficult in their required reading.

	4) Vocabulary learning should come from finding words in context (Nation, 2001: 232).
	d) Ask for the full context sentence and source when students note down a word.

	5) Vocabulary learning is facilitated by deeper processing of a word (Nation, 2001: 385).
	e) The process of choosing the word and making a webpage help embed the word.

	6) Thinking about the context and definition of a word will facilitate deeper processing. .(Nation, 2001:251) 
	f) The requirement to give the full context sentence, source and definition help embed the word.

	7) Help to memorise words using the first language is a valid exercise (keyword technique Nation, 2001:311).
	g) Using Chinese to make a mnemonic may help some students remember more words.

	8) Students are comfortable with computer technology and enjoy publishing directly to the Internet.
	h) Asking the students to put all this work onto a wiki will give them publishing power (and relieve the teacher of the burden)


INITIAL APPROACH

At first the students were asked to fill out a form with the word, context sentence, and source reference on it. The teacher put these into a wiki and included the relevant definition from the Longman DCE CD ROM. Students were asked to add more sentences containing the word as they came across them in their reading. However this was very time consuming so it was quickly decided to hand over the wiki editing to the students. This worked fairly well with only a few teething problems.

	CURRENT PROCESS

	1. Every week each student is asked to provide one word from their week’s reading.

	2. They must keep a note of the full context sentence and the source reference.

	3. They should find the relevant definition in a good dictionary.

	4. They should think of a way to remember the word using the way it sounds in Chinese to link words from Chinese into a ‘story’ which includes the meaning of the English word.

	5. Students add a link to their word on the wiki page for that week.

	6. They type all the parts they have collected (2 – 4 above) on the word page.

	7.  The teacher and other students read the page and comment on the new word.

	8. (New idea) Students make up a sentence which includes the new word and at least one if not two of the other words for that week. The other words should be made into links.


EXAMPLE

http://www.seedwiki.com/wiki/blue_group_term_1_week_7_vocabulary/blue_group_term_1_week_7_vocabulary
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*At the *bottom’ end of the continuum we have a kind of pidgin, Chinglish,
in its most marked form: words are ungrammatically strung together, with
often inappropriate lexis and probably only a partially comprehensible
pronunciation.’
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noun [C] plural continua or continuums SPECIALIZED

A continuous thing, quantity, or substance; a continuous series of

elements passing into each other without clear dividing points.

e.g. It's not 'left-wing or right-wing’ - political opinion is a long continuum.
(from Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary)

MNEMONIC
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Student Comments:
 “Every time when I put my word on line I saw others’ words. It interested me to have a look and I tried to remember. It made me think very carefully when I was reading. I needed to think which word was suitable not only for me, but also for others.” (Yang Qian)

Internet makes learning words easier.(anon)

I can learn different words from different people. It’s quite interesting. (Ma Cheng)
I can edit the webpage and add images as if it is my website. It provides a platform for us to exchange and share words. .. To some extent, I think this is also a team work. In other words every time each of us add new vocabulary on the website it actually is a way of helping others to expand their vocabularies. (Zhang Qun)

Annotated References
Davies, J. (2004) ‘Wiki Brainstorming and Problems with Wiki Based Collaboration’ Report on a project submitted for the degree of Information Processing in the Department of Computer Science at the University of York http://www-users.cs.york.ac.uk/~kimble/teaching/students/Jonathan_Davies/Jonathan_Davies.html a 77 page report on a research project. Includes the ‘Wiki Cycle’ which shows in diagrammatic form the importance of understanding, value and trust in the operation of wikis. This is a quotation from the conclusion:
Until now, trust in new collaborative software has meant gaining trust in the technology, but trust in wiki requires not only trust in the technology but also trust in an on-line community. This is a major conceptual shift for many users and this is heightened by a familiarity with the previously static-only nature of the Internet. These social issues cannot be avoided as the same flexibility that raised these concerns is also responsible for providing wiki-based collaboration with its power. For this reason, while the rise of e-mail was rapid, the rise of wiki is likely to be a more gradual process as users become increasingly familiar with the concepts and social aspects involved in being a part of an on-line community. Davies (2004:65)

Dodge, B. (2005)‘Wikis as Tools for Collaborative Learning and Knowledge Management’ http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/edtec700/wiki/  [Accessed 6/4/06] plan for a course about wikis for teachers by Bernie Dodge (of WebQuest fame) with useful links
Godwin-Jones, R. (2003) ‘Blogs and Wikis: Environments for On-line Collaboration’ Language Learning and Technology Vol 7. No. 2 May 2003 pp 12 – 16 This is mainly a description and discussion article but it gives a useful set of links at the end
James, H.(2004) ‘My Brilliant Failure: Wikis In Classrooms’ http://kairosnews.org/node/3794   [Accessed 6/4/06] A blog about this woman’s attempt to use a wiki that didn’t seem to work as she’d hoped – her reflections are useful for anyone who plans to set one up
Langdon, S. (2005) ‘Wiki & Blog: Using Social Communication Tools for Teaching Writing’ IATEFL CALL Review July 2005 A report in the SIG’s newsletter about a writing project that used blogs to practise and then students published articles on Wikipedia
Nation, I.S.P. (2001) Learning Vocabulary in Another Language CUP This is the a definitive work on all aspects of vocabulary learning. Fully grounded in research it challenges some myths about vocabulary such as ‘the first language should not be used as a means of presenting the meaning of a word’ or ‘vocabulary should be presented in lexical sets’.. 

Motivational Analysis Form from http://edwiki.org/mw/index.php/Motivational_Analysis_Form
	Motivation Element
	Actual
	Ideal

	Sensory Curiosity
How appealing is the wiki visually. To what extent does it draw the eye? 
	 
	 

	Epistemic Curiosity
How uncertain, mysterious, intriguing is the content of the wiki to its intended users? 
	 
	 

	Relevance
How important is the content of the wiki to its participants? Do they want to achieve something with it? 
	 
	 

	Confidence: Technical
How do participants feel about the likelihood of their having success using the wiki? Do they have the necessary skills? 
	 
	 

	Confidence: Social
How do participants feel about the likelihood of their wiki contributions being accepted by others, not denigrated or undone? How much trust is there among participants? 
	 
	 

	Extrinsic Consequences
What rewards or punishments will result from wiki participation? 
	 
	 

	Interpersonal Recognition
How important or gratifying is it to be seen by others as having made a useful contribution to the wiki? 
	 
	 

	Interpersonal Liking
Do participants enjoy each other outside of the wiki? Is there a sense of community? 
	 
	 

	Interdependence
To what extent do participants depend on the others to contribute in order to accomplish their own participation? 
	 
	 

	Competition
Is there a winner? Are participants trying to outdo each other or some external group? 
	 
	 

	Time Pressure 
Is there a deadline? Is it reasonable and is its legitimacy accepted by the participants? 
	 
	 

	Fantasy
To what extent does wiki participation evoke creativity, imagination, dreams?
	 
	 


Design Patterns for Eduwikis from

http://edwiki.org/mw/index.php/Design_Patterns_for_EduWikis
	Design Pattern
	When to Use
	Participant Actions

	Micropedia
A tiny, focused version of Wikipedia. The range of content is restricted to a pre-defined domain. Each entry is a definition or at least a description of a single entity. Example: EdGamesWiki (http://edwiki.org/edgames/). 
	Within an organization, a micropedia can be a useful way to capture knowledge specific to the organizations interests and activities. In a course, a micropedia can organize learner explorations of the literature and serve as a reference once it arrives at a certain size.
	Participants contribute entries and elaborate on the entries of others. Data can come from outside, or the participants can use the wiki to capture and communicate their own expertise.

	FAQ
Similar to a micropedia in that the focus is typically narrow. Structurally, though, the wiki is organized around questions and answers. 
	Useful when there is complex conceptual or procedural knowledge which is unevenly distributed among participants. May also be used to organize exploratory, self-directed learning.
	Participants generate both questions and answers. Answer generation must be rewarded either extrinsically or by personal recognition. Questions may need to be refactored as greater understanding emerges.

	Consensus Document
Collaborative creation of a document that reflects agreement by parties that began with widely differing points of view and goals. Needs to be embedded in a scenario with role descriptions and a plan for assigning roles.
	Used to study conflict situations. Example documents might include peace treaties, union contracts, business contracts.
	Participants generate draft positions, read drafts of others, and then serially edit final document. Care must be taken to avoid editing collisions.

	Branching Story
Revival of the text adventures of 25 years ago. Story begins with a description of a setting followed by internal links based on action choices the reader can make. Each choice leads to a new entry describing what happens next.
	Could be used to enliven the study of a particular time and place or to develop skills in creative writing.
	Learners generate pages from a story starter. Can start in large groups that get smaller as each group takes charge of a particular branch or region of the virtual world.

	TreeSim
A branching tree simulation in which choices and consequences are revealed. Structurally similar to a branching story except that the essential elements of a story (conflict and resolution) are missing. 
	Can be used to simulate choices faced by individuals in complex situations with multiple action opportunities. Examples: emergency response, political situations, interpersonal conflicts. May also be used in a knowledge management context as a way to capture expertise.
	Participants generate choices from initial situation and figure out the consequences. They attempt to design choices that are non-trivial to make so that others may "play" the simulation as a learning environment.

	Ant Farm
A simulation of a selected time and place with multiple actors. Like a branching story except that there is no single protogonist. 
	Useful for gaining an understanding of many aspects of a culture, era or situation.
	Participants carry a set of choices and consequences through for a single actor while coordinating with other participants working with other actors. Facilitator can require that paths cross to a particular degree.

	Exegesis
A dissection of a single, dense text. Multiple words or phrases are linked to additional internal entries, each of which can contain external references. 
	Language study or analysis of complex prose such as found in courses in philosophy, religion, sociology.
	Participants pick a phrase and create an internal link from it to a page which explains and elaborates on the phrase.
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